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law or justice in it, and the proceeding was, in my view,
inexcusable and indefensible; that I could make no record
enforcing such assessment; that the matter could not stand
investigation. He admitted that the course pursued was not
a politic one, but he repeated former administrations had
practiced it. I questioned it still, and insisted that it was
not right in itself. He said it doubtless might be done in a
more quiet manner. I told him if obnoxious men, open and
offensive opponents of the Administration, were there,
they could be dismissed. If the Commandant interposed to
sustain such men, as he suggested might be the case, there
was an appeal to the Department; whatever was reasonable
and right I was disposed to do. We parted, and I expected
to see him again, but, instead of calling himself, he has
written Mr. Seward, who sent his son with the papers to
me. In these papers a party committee propose to take
the organization of the navy yard into their keeping, to
name the Commandant, to remove the Naval Constructor,
to change the regulations, and make the yard a party ma-
chine for the benefit of party, and to employ men to elect
candidates instead of building ships. I am amazed that
Raymond could debase himself so far as to submit such a
proposition, and more that he expects me to enforce it.

The President, in a conversation with Blair and myself
on the Wade and Davis protest, remarked that he had not,
and probably should not read it. From what was said of it
he had no desire to, could himself take no part in such a
controversy as they seemed to wish to provoke. Perhaps
he is right, provided he has some judicious friend to state
to him what there is really substantial in the protest en-
titled to consideration without the vituperative asperity.

The whole subject of what is called reconstruction is
beset with difficulty, and while the executive has indicated
one course and Congress another, a better and different
one than either may be ultimately pursued. I think the
President would have done well to advise with his whole
Cabinet in the measures he has adopted, not only as to